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FROM THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
4 Discourse on Demonology, or Doctrines of Devils, 
by J.S.Tuompson. 1 Tim. 4. 1. 

How deplorable is the state of the human mind, 
degraded by superstition! Fear being the mother 
of superstition, we may reasonably expect her gods 
to be hideous and terrific. Hence an imaginary 
Devil has obtained the greatest veneration in many 
countries of Asia and Africa. And even at this 
time, however incredible, his worship is very preva- 
lent throughout all christendom. Being the popular 
god of modern superstition, if any independent man, 
who dares to think, expresses a doubt of his exist- 
ence, the alarm is sounded, and fearing that the em- 
pire of the god of this world is about to be upset, all 
who wander after the beast, hasten to cry out for 
whole hours, Great is the Devil whom we adore ! Be 
not surprised, the existence and influence of the 
Devil are as necessary to the creeds of modern times, 
as the honours of Diana to the craftsmen of Ephe- 
sus! Among the various objects of blinded nations’ 
fear, the ghosts of departed heroes were admitted at 
a very early period. It was imagined by weak and 
perverted minds, that men who had distinguished 
themselves, in this world, by either good or evil ac- 
tions, would retain their dispositions in the next; 
and be actively engaged in promoting the welfare 
of mankind, or plotting their ruin, as far as those 
propensities excited, or their influence extended. 
Therefore, men became naturally inclined to honour 
the good spirits for their services, and offer sacrifices 
to the evil, to placate their malevolence! Hence 
Plato and many other eminent philosophers taught 
that all intercourse between the Deity and mankind 
was carried On by means of demons, who ought on 
that account to receive divine homage. This doc- 
trine was received by many of the heathen nations, 
and even by many of the Jews, especially the Es- 
sens, who believed that thousands of these demons 
officiated as mediators with Jehovah, and therefore 
ought to be worshipped. It was also a general 
opinion, that acute diseases, plagues, apoplexies, epi- 
lepsies, &c. were operated by demons, or ghosts of 
wicked men, who entered the human bodies and de- 
stroyed those who were not powerfully supparted 
by the good demons. Accordingly we find, that 
in all the passages of scripture, which speak of per- 
sons possessed of devils, the original word is daimon 
and not diabolos, which should not therefore have 
been translated devil, nor devils. But it appears to 
have been an early and much agitated question 
among the philosophers, whence sprang that moral 
and physical evil which so often weakens the enjoy- 
ment and happiness of mankind. Being unwilling 
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to abase human pride, by charging it on man, or to 
attribute malevolence to the Deity, they imagined 
the existence of a wicked spirit to be absolutely ne- 
cessary to the existence and continuance of disorder 
and pain in the world. Butthe quantum of evil be- 
ing so great, they supposed that the evil spirit must 
nearly equal the Deity himself in wisdom and pow- 
er. This doctrine of devilism was derived from the 
Persian theology, which taught the co-existence 
and nearly co-equality of two first causes; the one 
the author of all good, the other the source of all 
evil. This absurd opinion was the invention of 
their Magi, who were unable to account for the 
origin of all evil, on any other principles. Very 
different from this wild fancy, was the message of 
Jehovah to Cyrus, by the prophet Isaiah, which re- 
proves the foolish sentiment, and declares Jehovah 
to be the author of light and darkness, and the crea- 
tor of good and evil. Indeed it is altogether impos- 
sible that good and evil could exist otherwise ; for 
that God who fills the immensity of space, must en- 
close in his very nature beings to whom he gave ex- 
istence, and by whose fatherly care they are pre- 
served. Hence it follows that the notion of the ex- 
istence and influence of the devil is altogether in- 
consistent with correct and scriptural views of the 
divine nature and character. If a devil exist, he 
must be the rival, or servant of the Almighty. The 
first supposition is atheistic ; for if there be a God, 
he is without a rival ; nor would he suffer his designs 
to be frustrated, nor employ a servant to violate his 
laws, or disturb the peace of his empire. But says 
the objector, if there be no devil, then there is no 
God, no hell, no need of preaching! I would not 
have noticed such manifest puerilities, were they 
not proclaimed by the doctors of divinity and theo- 
logical professors of the day, who sound the watch 
word of heresy, and lead the van of persecution. 
Is there no proof of God's existence but that the 
devil needs an opposer? O fie! Must God exist 
and we preach for the devil’s sake ? Shame on those 
men who sacrifice truth and insult good sense, to 
fan the fire of fanaticism! Is the devil the maker 
and goveinor of the infernal regions ? Then certain- 
ly he will take good care not to torment himself nor 
his friends! The wicked have nothing to fear, for it 
any suffer, they must be the pious servants of God, 
who have rebelled against his satanic majesty ! 
Moreover, if the devil be the director of hell, anc 
fallen angels the inflictors of its punishments, can 
these unfortunate sufferers be the tormentors ot 
men who have been equally so as themselves ? Then 
surely the devil and his angels are God’s servants, 
and must receive the reward of their services. Bur 
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are God’s servants unhappy, and will virtue and 
nusery be long connected ? If not, then it follows 
that devils will be saints, and hell a field of liberty! 
The term Satan indicates no more than that propen- 
sity to evil so frequently observable in buiman con- 
duct, and which like the chemical doctrines of phlo- 
giston and caloric, is of great utility for the expla- 
nation of difficulties. All classical readers know 
that the most beautiful writings abound with bold, 
figurative, and hyperbolical descriptions. That 
nothing is more ornamental in poetry than prosopo- 
p@ia, or the representation of good and evil quali- 
ties, Virtues and vices, by personal characters. The 
word Satan signifies an adversary, and sometimes 
According- 





only an abstract quality, i. e. calumny. 
ly, our translators have rendered the word through- 
out the bible. Though the term Satan occur fre- 
quently in the Scriptures, yet generally some human 
being is intended. David is so called, 1 Sam. xxix. 
4. Hadad is denominated Solomon’s devil or sa- 
tan, 1 Kings, xi. 14. David describes those who 
reudered him ¢vil for good as his satans ; and prays 
that bis satans might be clothed with shame. Ps. cix. 
20.29. Jesus calls Peter, satan, and Judas, a devil. 
Matt. xvi. 23. John vi. 70. Inthe New-Testament, 
treacherous men, slanderous women, and opponents 
of every kind, are called satans or devils; and these 
words signify no more than adverse propensities. 
Indeed it would be an impious reflection on the 
character of the Deity, to suppose he had formed 
and let loose myriads of malevolent spirits to destroy 
the happiness of mankind. If it be demanded, 
whence arise those inducements to evil which so 


often disturb the peace of society, and ruin man’s 
happiness? the answer is both easy and scriptural. 
The heart is deceitful, and every man is tempted 
when he is drawn aside, or enticed by animal pas- 
These expose us to in- 
[ntemperance, 


sions or bodily appetites. 
numerable trials and temptations. 
avarice, ambition, envy, and discontentment beset 
us in their turns, and without the utmost vigilance 
and circumspection, we are in danger of being over- 
come. Now can the just and merciful God, the fa- 
ther of mankind, and moral governor of the world, 
think these propensities to evil so insufficient for the 
trial of our virtues, that he must superadd the agen- 
cy of an evil being so subtle, so malicious, and so 
powerful as the Devil. What a desperate chance 
have we of succeeding against such an adversary! 
Shall we say, good is the will of the Lord, and that 
in all this he has done all things in wisdom! Ban- 
ished for ever be the thoughts from all rational and 
serious persons. God could no more act thus than 
cease to exist. Every principle of his nature holds 
such conduct in eternal abhorrence. 

Let the believers in a devil, consider, 

1. That the belief of his existence constitutes no 
fundamental article of the christian faith ; no part 
of the New Testament states the necessity of be- 
lieving such an unreasonable doctrine. If particu- 
lar passages seem to imply it, or cannot be clearly 
explained or understood, yet no inference should be 
drawn from a few passages that would contradict the 
decisions of reason and the general tenourof scripture. 





2. It was perfectly consistent with the mission o( 
Jesus to adopt the language of the country on ali 
subjects which did not constitute the main objects 
of that mission. Christ came not to teach men phi- 
losophy, neither to spend his time in combating th 
Jewish demonology. 

3. No passage can be adduced to support the doc 
trine of a devil, which does not contradict some part 
of the received opinions on that dogma—but every 
text in all the Scriptures which speaks of the devil 
or satan, can be fairly interpreted or explained, con- 
sistent with the whole tenour of scripture, on the 
supposition thatethere is no such being, but that 
these words universally mean an adversary or some 
thing adverse. 

We might have expected that the most pertina- 
cious believers in a devil, would have rejoiced to 
find, that reason, scripture, and common sense, are 
equally opposed to the terrifying dogma. Bur, 
alas! such are the religious infatuation and creduli 
ty of mankind, that an opinion once admitted is sel- 
dom rejected, however palpably absurd or monstrous- 
ly ridiculous. Hence we find christians cling as 
close to this doctrine, as if their present and future 
happiness depended entirely on the existence and 
influence of an infernal fiend! Atheism and the dis- 
belief of a devil vibrate the same feelings of horroux 
in the superstitious mind ; and, perhaps, atheism it- 
self is deemed by some to be less impious. 

But if a devil there be, possessed of those powers 
and attributes generally ascribed to him, atheism 
becomes acceptable, and loses all its hideots forms, 
for the existence of such a being proves the non 
existence of God, or that he is deficient in wisdom, 
goodness, and power. 

Why then should men be alarmed, when this doc 
trine is attacked or disputed—and why should the 
war-whoop of party be sounded, when we attempt 
to disprove and explode this injurious and unreason- 
able opinion ? 

Has the devil created the universe, and filled it 
with inhabitants ? Is he the author of all good, on 
whom our present and future happiness depends ° 
Did all being start into existence at his command, 
is it supported by his power? Is his dominion un- 
bounded and perpetual, and shall his authoritative 
voice awake the myriads of the dead, and determine 
their doom, appoint heaven as a reward for his ene- 
mies, and people the tartarian gulf with his allies 
and friends ? 

What impious absurdity! Jehovah alone holds 
the reins of universal empire, and all that can excite 
our hopes in this world, or perfect our felicity in the 
next, is unconnected with a satanic being. 

If the doctrine that teaches the existence and 
influence of a devil, involve serious consequences, 
if it be anti-scriptural and unphilosophical, if it be 
fatal to man’s moral improvement, if it poison the 
stream of religious knowledge at the fountain head, 
by supposing that God has a powerful antagonist, 
whose designs he has been unable to fiustrate, and 
whose rebellion shall be as durable as the divine ex- 
istence ; in short, if correct notions of the divine 
character and government be inconsistent with the 
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belief in such a being, for the honour of God and 
religion, let the infamous doctrine be for ever re- 
jected. 

Those who believe in the existence of a devil, 
suppose that the evil which prevails in this world, 
results from his infernal agency; and also ex- 
pect that the evil will be still greater in another 
and future state of being. There they look for a 
hell, crowded with inhabitants, through the resistless 
powers of diabolical influence: and this reign of 
misery, this triumph of the devil, they expect to be 
so complete and signal as to undergo no change 
through the revolution of eternal ages ! ! 

How can persons who expect such a catastrophy 
of human affairs, have correct notions of that God, 
who is all benevolence ; whose plans are conceived 
in wisdom, and executed in mercy ; whose power 
cannot be resisted, and whose very name and nature 
are Love ? Those who think God has a competitor, 
must deny the absolute will of the Deity, and his 
general providence. They derogate from his glo- 
They dishonour him, and perplex themselves 
In a word, 


ry. 
with wild and embarassing conclusions. 
they conjure up a devil to their own confusion, tothe 
injury of christian truth, and the serious mischief of 
morality. The fear of a devil may perhaps keep 
some men of weak minds from excessive vice, and 
make them slavishly religious, and hypocritically 
moral. But the love of God alone, proceeding from 
a grateful recollection of his goodness and providen- 
tial care, can produce genuine piety and virtue. 

It is somewhat outrageous to suppose, that the 
Devil will punish wicked men who sinned by his in- 
stigation, and performed all their wicked deeds, in 
obedience to his desires. Can the punishment ot 
sinners be inflicted by that being whom they never 
offended ; and God, whose laws have been violated, 
have no concern in their sufferings? The belief in 
the existence of a devil is equally injurious to vir- 
tue, simplicity, and christian truth. I[t affords a 
palliative for crimes, and induces men to believe 
that wicked thoughts and evil actions have not been 
fomented in their own hearts, but spring from the 
suggestions of the wicked one. Sometimes men 
are hurried into enormities, conceiving themselves 
particularly tempted, at which their mild natures 
would shudder, were they not influenced by this de- 
ceitful doctrine. 

If the belief in a devil did not obtain, men must 
either trace their sins to God as the author, or adinit 
they ariginate wjth themselves ; and as they could 
not presume to charge God directly with sin, they 
would of necessity, acknowledge their own account- 
ability; and repentance producing reformation, 
might justly be expected to result from such a hap- 
py conviction. Another serious evil arising from a 
belief in the existence of a devil, is the continual 
alarm and terror that reigns in the weak mind, 
tinctured with superstition, by the apprehension of 
satanic machination and artifice. Every inclination to 
enjoyment, every expostulation on religious faith, 
and even every suggestion of truth, though in the very 
words of scripture, if it seems to contradict long re- 


of Satan; and thus the perpetual dread of an im- 
aginary being, keeps the mind in darkness, and the 
heart in agitation. Wild enthusiasm, gloomy super- 
stition, and a long train of delusive thoughts, suc- 
cessively distract the serious mind which is unfor- 
tunately beclouded by a belief in the devil. And 
what is worse, men suppose him to be so refined in 
subtlety, and so irresistible in power, that vigilance 
is almost useless, and the strongest heart cannot feel 
subjection to his will without horrour and dismay— 
hence a belief in the existence of the devil, has driven 
many weak persons to despair, which most assuredly 
is the natural consequence of such a wild doctrine. 
What idea must those men have of God, who be- 
lieve that he has plated his feeble creatures in a 
situation so hopeless and cruel ? Must they not con- 
clude that God created man for the purpose of 
making him miserable ? And can the Creator be an 
object of love, veneration, and gratitude, whilst he 
is viewed in connexion with a malignant devil? If 
the account we have given of the Devil be just, then 
all notions of witchcraft, or of being possessed of the 
devil, are vain and groundless. "Tis all deceit and 
imposition, and weakness and credulity of man- 
kind. For shame! Let us entertain more honoura- 
ble sentiments of the moral government of God. 
Let us think ourselves safe under the protection of 
his providence ; safe from the malice both of devils 
and wicked men. Let us learn not to disturb our- 
selves with any vain or superstitious fears of evil 
spirits, for we are not subject to any malicious pow- 
erful beings. The Lord God Omnipotent reigns 
alone, whose tender mercies are over all his works. 
This consideration should fill us with ease and tran- 
quillity, otherwise we do not give God the honour 
due to him ; we do not repose that confidence in his 
providence which his wisdom and goodness require, 
and the security of our own happiness demands. O 
how different from the doctrines of devils, are the 
views of God exhibited in the gospel of Jesus! 
There we read of one God and Father of all, who is 
above all, through all, and in us all. That it is his 
gracious intention to save and render eternally hap- 
py all his intelligent offspring. There we behold no 
mighty devil to blacken the moral horizon, or frus- 
trate and bafile the designs of the Deity. But on 
the contrary, a religion all mild and beautiful, that 
breathes nothing but pure benevolence, and evident- 
ly indicates the approximation of a period, in which 
truth will completely triumph over error, and hap- 
piness be universal. Amen! 
—~<@>—- 
WESTERN ASSOCIATION 
OF UNIVERSALISTS, IN THE STATE OF N. YORK. 
The ministers, messengers and delegates, consti- 
tuting the Western Association of Universalists, 
assembled in the School-house at Fly-Creek, town 
of Otsego, according to adjournment the past year, 
on Wednesday morning, June 4, 1823; and opened 
the council with solemn prayer, by Br. Underwood. 
Appointed Br. N. Stacy moderator. Brs. S. R. 
Smith, and Pitt Morse, clerks. 
CIRCULAR LETTER FOR 1 
The Western Association of Universalists in an- 
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‘eived opinions, are all attributed to the seduction 
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ual session in Otsego, county of Otsego, June 4th and 
5th, 1828—To the several churches, societies, and 
individuals in fellowship, and to all of every sect, 
order, and denomination, to whom this epistle shall 
come: Wishing grace, mercy, and peace from God 
our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Dearly beloved in the Lord—With renewed sen- 
sations of gratitude to God, we present to you the 
doings ofthe Western Association, on the 18th ses- 
sion from its first organization. By which you will 
learn that an increased number of ministering breth- 
ren attended: that four new societies were added to 
the association; two biethren, who have recently 
entered into the Jabors of the Universal Husband- 
man, not through the instrumentality of theological 
seminaries, but under the divine tuition of him who 
teaches not for doctrine the commandments of men, 
but who teaches, and ‘ speaketh as never man spake,’ 
received letters of fellowship; three brethren re- 
ceived ordination, and three new branch associa- 
ons were established within the former limits 
of this association. The business of the council 
was conducted with that candour, Christian charity 
and affection, which should ever characterize the 
disciples of our divine Master. Our brethren who 
were called to the desk, spoke with the demonstra- 
tion of the spirit, and with power ; while, as if to con- 
summate our felicity on this happy occasion, a nu- 
merous auditory, consisting of, at least, between two 
and three thousand, gave unwearied and devout at- 
tention to the word. 

Brethren—Y ou fee! unspeakably interested in the 
promulgation of that truth which has happified your 
souls, and made them free. What then can fill your 
mind with more delightful sensations, and raise 
your souls with more sincere exercises of gratitude 
to the beneficent Author of our religion, than to 
a retrospect for a few moments, and compare our 
infancy in this part of the heritage of our Lord, witb 
the present state of the Universal church? 

But a few years have elapsed since the seed of 
this blessed hope was first sown in these parts 
through the instrumentality of the preached word. 
Eighteen years ago this season, the feeble instru- 
ment who now has the honour of addressing you, 
first visited this western country. But a solitary 
society, organized the preceding year, and three 
ministering brethren, myself making the third, exclu- 
sive of the city of N. York, were all that could be 
mustered in this state. Our labours were indefati- 
gable amidst conflicting, and to every being except 
those who were able to trust in the living God who 
is the Saviour of all men, discouraging scenes. 
And although some extremely unpleasant events 
took place, which shortly afterwards lopped off one 
from our little connexion, still the truth gradually 
took in the minds of some, and an enlarged field 
for labourers began to open. 

In July, that season, we appointed, and held a 
conference in the town of Burlington, county of 
Otsego, in which our few ministering brethren, and 
a number of believers from the adjacent towns as- 
sembled. And seeing the want of labourers in this 
part of the vineyard of our Lord, we unanimously 





agreed to apply to the general convention of New. 
England for a visiting committee, to meet with ys 
the next year, and assist in organizing an associa- 
tion in this region. Ouf prayer was heard. And the 
June following, we met in the town of Columbus as 
an association, for the first time in the state of N. 
York. A small congregation attended. No conse- 
crated dome opened its gilded doors for our recep- 
tion; but the verdurous foilage of the forest consti- 
tuted our canopy, and the trunks and fragments of 
fallen trees our seats. There we listened with a 
rapture never before realized by us, to a dispensa- 
tion of the word of life. Our eastern brethren, (H. 
Ballou, P. Dean, and J. Flagg,) laboured, and their 
labours were not in vain. The spark took, the flame 
began to enkindle, and the truth to triumph. And 
although her progress has not been attended with 
that rapidity that characterizes an awakening, 
founded upon the fermentation of heated passions, 
yet she has walked forth in the majesty of her 
strength, and borne down all opposition, (for every 
thing has been opposed to her that the ingenuity of 
the carnal mind could invent,) not by dint of human 
literature, nor the strong hand of civil authority, 
but by the energy of her own power ; till she starts, 
a giant, putting “to flight the armies of the aliens!” 
Where you then saw three societies, (for three were 
all that were represented in the first association,) 
you now see not only three score and six, for this 
excludes the numerous societies belonging to the 
Genesee branch, but you may look farther west, 
and south, and see in the state of Ohio, societies, 
churches, and associations, and even in Indiana and 
other states, societies arising in rapid succession! 

With this view before us, who, among us, but 
must feel their hearts glow with those sincere exer- 
cises of gratitude to “ the Author and finisher of our 
faith,” which shal] stimulate to a renewed resolution 
to persevere, by divine grace, in the heavenly call- 
ing? Not only in holding fast the profession of 
faith without wavering, but by adhering inflexibly 
to the life-giving precepts of our divine Redeemer. 
For in vain, brethren, do we recommend the excel- 
lency of our religion to the world, while our daily 
deportment shows a total indifference to its sa- 
cred injunctions. If you wish, then, to see the 
universal spread of the gospel of life, show that 
there is a divine reality init. Practise that self- 
denial, that forbearance, that unanimity among 
yourselves, that charity and love towards enemies, 
and all mankind, which it demands, and you will 
exhibit to the world that it makes man happy, and 
they will receive it. 

Brethren in the ministry, while your hands are 
made streng, and your hearts glad, by the increase 
of your numbers, while the opposers of the doc- 
trine you inculcate recede from an ingenuous con- 
test, enabling you to take the field in triumph, be 
affectionately admonished ever to recollect from 
whence your help cometh, and whence our victory 
is obtained. It is not because you are men of more 
profound erudition, of superior natural endow- 
ments, or of more scrutinizing descernment; but 
because God has been pleased to give you an un- 
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derstanding of his truth; evincing the divine au- 
thenticity of that sound testimony, “the race is not 
to the swift nor the battle to the strong.” Therefore 
be humble. Let not the enemy get an advantage 
over you by inflating your vanity, or puffing you up 
with spiritual pride. Rejoice not over a fallen en- 
emy, “ but rather rejoice that your names are writ- 
ten in heaven;” and that you discover Salvation 
equally sure to all our race. Study to maintain a 
meek and quiet spirit. Treat with becoming ten- 
derness all who oppose you; and by a “ patient con- 
tinuance in well doing,” put to silence the tongue 
of slander. 

To those who are wavering, to those who are 
seeking, and to those who feel essentially opposed 
to the doctrines we embrace, we would simply ob- 
serve, in the fear of God; that the great object of 
our pursuit is trutH. We would not embrace 
error ourselves, nor invite others thereunto. But 
ifter a faithful and prayerful investigation, we are 
fully persuaded of the truth of what we declare ; 
and of its salutary and happifying influence upon 
mankind. We affectionately invite you to a dis- 
passionate examination. If you have no interest 
in supporting error, and we are well persuaded you 
can have no genuine interest, why shrink from ex- 
posing your sentiments for public investigation? If 
you are honest seekers after truth, why unwilling 
to examine all things, prove all things, that you may 
“hold fast that which is good?” Permit us, dear 
friends, to exhort you, for the sake of your dearest 
interest, your best good, to give the sentiments you 
have espoused, as well as all others presented to 
you, aclose and critical examination, prayerfully 
comparing them with the divine word. And we 
firmly believe you will be undeceived, and be en- 
abled to rejoice in the full assurance, that God will 
“gather together in one all things in Christ ; both 
which are in heaven, and which are on the earth, 
even in him.” 

Finally—Brethren, sisters, and friends, may God 
be graciously pleased to direct us all by the spirit of 
Heavenly Wisdom, while in this tabernacle, and 
give us, at last, “a seat among them that are sanc- 
tified.” Amen. By order. 

NATHANIEL STACY. 


—<>—_ 
From the New-England Galary. 

A VIOLENT TEMPEST 
Happened at Montville, in Connecticut, on Sun- 
day the 25th ult. from a description of which, in a 
Norwich paper, we take the following extract. 
“As a singular coincidence we would remark, 
that no sooner had their Reverend Pastor finished 
reading a hymn, at the opening of divine service, 
beginning with these words— 


Methinks the last great day is come, 
Methinks I hear the trumpet sound ; 

That shakes the earth, rends every tom 
And wakes the prisoners under ground, 


than a stroke of lightning struck the top of the cu- 
pola of the Presbyterian meeting-house—shattered 
the belfrey—entered the body of the house—split 


ral pews, and instantly sent two HUMAN BEINGs in- 

to eternity. Several other persons were seriously 

wounded; among them were two young ladies, 

who were so severely injuted, as to render it neces- 

sary to carry them home on beds. We are happy 

to state that they are on the recovery. The per- 

sons killed were Mrs. Betsey Bradford, widow of 
the late Mr. Perez Bradford, aged 72 years, and 

Miss Mary S. Comstock, daughter of Capt. John 
R. Comstock, aged 9 years. The consternation into 
which the congregation was thrown, on this awful 

occasion, can be more easily imagined than de- 
scribed.” 

This event was truly awful, and must have filled 
every person present with terror, and excited the 
most solemn reflections. But how does it happen that 
those who see a special judgment in every physical 
operation of nature, have neither made this occur- 
rence a theme for moralizing, nor held it up as an 
awful warning to persons who go to meeting ona 
Sabbath day? Ifa boat is upset by a squall, if a 
house takes fire, or if a carriage is broken, on the 
Sabbath, and lives are lost, or limbs shattered, some 
pious favourite of the Deity pretends to see in the 
event a manifestation of divine displeasure. Sup- 
pose a theatre had been struck with lightning and 
two human beings sent instantly into eternity, 
would not all the pretended elect have declared it a 
special judgment, an awful warning to mortals to 
keep from the theatre? Or suppose a person had 
been drowned while bathing—an act necessary to 
preserve health, and as much a positive command 
of God as any other which man performs—on the 
Sabbath day, would not these men, who are so jea- 
lous for the glory of the Almighty, have made the 
weikin ring with their denunciations against the 
Sabbath-breaker, and declared that the death was a 
just punishment for the profanation of the holy day ? 

Is not the event above related equally a token of 
vengeance, an expression of God’s wrath against 
sin? And ought it not to be a solemn warning to 
the people of Montville, never again to enter a 
meeting-house on the Sabbath day? should it not 
especially be a caution to ministers to refrain from 
reading passages of hymns, which, like the above, 
anticipate the day of doom? 

Arrogant, presumptuous men, who darken coun- 
sel by words without knowledge! Ye hypocrites, 
who pretend to possess the confidence and the se- 
crets of the Almighty! When will ye know and 
acknowledge that he who made you, 


“ The Great First Cause, 
Acts not by jal, but by general laws; 
And sees, with equal eye, as God of all, 
A hero perish, or a sparrow fall : 
Atoms or systems into ruin burl’d, 
And now a bubble burst, and now a world!” 


—<p— 

FROM “PLAIN TRUTH.” 

Wanted, immediately, Seven Thousand Orthodor 
Ministers in the United States. 

A writer in the Boston Recorder, under the ap- 

propriate signature of “ Minimus,” gives us the fol- 

lowing: “Much has been written of late upon the 





to shivers several posts—broke most of the glass, 
and several window sashes—shivered to atoms seve- 





urgent cal! for labourers in the Lord's vineyard. It 
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has been often stated, that one minister is wanted 
tor every 1000 souls in our land, and that to furnish 
this supply of competent religious teachers, sevEN 
THOUSAND are now wanted. But though the peo- 
ple greatly need the instruction of faithful and able 
ministers, equal in number to more than one to 
every 1000 souls; yet bul a small part of this num- 
ber could obtain support.” This is a candid and 
honest confession. All the learned professions are 
crowded—the story of vacancies for clergymen is 
an idle dream. No doubt there are vacancies for 
priests, lawyers, and doctors at Kamtschatka and at 
Symmesonia, but can they be supported? The 
orthodox have asserted that there was an actual 
scarcity of ministers in our country—but it is the 
most barefaced falsity that ever was uttered—the 
most pious fraud that was ever played off. We have 
700 lawyers in the state of New-York—* yet but a 
small number can obtain support.” Every thing is 
over done—every avenue is crowded with hungry 
applicants for business, excepting agriculture. Let 
our beneficiaries turn their attention to farming, 
and instead of eating rice with the Hindoos, eat 
hasty pudding with their wives and children in 
America. Our country wants capital and produc- 
tive hands, and our young men should banish the 
insane idea of converting Hindoos, and settle down 
like good citizens. 
=f 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
A CONTRADICTION 

Of False Siatements and Wilful Misrepresentations, 

as contained in the Gospel Herald of June 28, 

1823. 

Mr. Editor—It is hoped that the following will 
have as early a place in your paper as possible, and 
that it will be a sufficient caution to Mr. J. Ditchett, 
to take heed how he hears in future, and more espe- 
cially what he publishes. For with what measure ye 
mete, says our Lord, it shall be measured to you again. 

We, the undersigned, having heard the Rev. Mr. 
Roy’s discourse in the Court House in Newark, on 
Sunday June 15, do certify, that he did not say (as 
has been very unjustly stated in the Gospel Herald, 
No. 7.) “ The prodigal son was the son of God ;” 
on the other hand, he clearly and distinctly men- 
tioned in his introduction, that the Parable was de- 
signed by our Lord to represent the Jewish and 
Gentile nations. By the elder brother, he observed 
our Lord meant the Jew, by the younger, the Gen- 
tile, who was about to return to him, from whom 
he had so deeply revolted. 

2. He did not say, “ That if the people gave only 
one dollar to the support of the poor, he should see 
that their names should be written in God's eternal 
hook of life.” The quotations which he made on the 
oceasion,*were the following—* Never turn away 
thy face from any poor man, and the Lord will nev- 
er turn away his face from thee. He that hath pity 
on the poor lendeth unto the Lord, and that which 
he layeth out shall be paid him again.” It is most 
generally the case, said he, that they are repaid in 
this life. The King himself, he observed, would 


of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world ; for I was an hun- 
gered and ye gave me meat, thirsty and ye gave me 
drink, sick and in prison and ye visited me,” &e. 
Mr. R. had understood that a collection was to have 
been taken up on the occasion. 

3. He did not say, “ That to his certain know- 
ledge, there were tiwenty ministers in New-York who 
had turned from their former faith ;” but that he 
had known nearly that number since he came to re- 
side there, (which has been thirteen years) who had 
departed from the faith of the Gospel, and embraced 
false and pernicious principles, and even become 
faithful and zealous propagators of them. He 
might have known some of those in different places 
where he has been since he came to that city. 

4. He did not say, “ That Universalists were 
worse than Atheists and Deists.” We presume, 
that if either of the latter had heard the discourse 
alluded to, they would have had more candour than 
to misrepresent what they could not comprehend. 

Signed, 

*1, SYTHOFF, 

JAMES C. OGDEN, 

WM. H. HYATT, 

WATERS B. JONES, 

HICKFORD FERRIS, 
Newark, July 23, 1823. 

* Coll Sythoff 

N. B. There are only two or three of the above 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church ; the 
others are men of respectability, who belong to dif- 
ferent denominations. W. R, 

REMARKS. 

We are in duty bound to correct, so far as is pos- 
sible, all false and incorrect statements which have 
been published in this Paper, &c. Of D. J.’s ac- 
count, we, not being present at the time, of course 
cannot be a voucher. “ He is of age, he can speak 
for himself.” We have only to say, that the most 
prominently objectionable assertions charged by 
D. J. to W. R.’s account, remain even without be- 
ing hinted at, much less denied or qualified. W.R. 
and his friends, evidently labour under mistake in 
this particular—D. J.’s declaration, that W. R. as- 
serted “that the prodigal was the son of God, and 
the devil had no right to hold him in slavery,” &c. 
by no means implies that the prodigal is Jesus 
Christ. We presume this was not intended. It 
appears W. R. has varied the phraseology. We think 
this is unjustifiable ; also that it is puerile for any 
person to multiply words to prove the proper afini- 
ty of the parties, when the words “ Father” and 
* sons,” are used in the passage. 

D. J., if he pleases, can publish a defence if he 
conceives one to be necessary, and the matter will 
be at an end. ED. GOS. HER. 


ARON THOYPSON, 
CALVIN FREEMAN, 
ZENAS CONNET, 
GEORGE ROHDE. 


—<_—_ 
“ The love of Money is the root of all evil.” 
SCRIPTURE. 
That man is, strictly speaking, a benefactor of his 
fellow man, who ameliorates his condition in any 
manner whatever. The opportunities afforded by a 





tay to his children in that dav, “Come ye blessed 


kind Providence of doing good, are various and 








multiform. Good may be communicated directly, 
by the bestowment of necessaries; and indirectly 
by advice, tending to the acquisition of the means 
requisite to the attainment of a valuable object. The 
latter is all the boon which our present labours can 
lay claim to; in the good advice we are now about 
civing to our brethren. The avoiding an evil, is 
be tter than remedying its effects after it has befallen 
one. Now, if the “love of money is the root of all 
evil,” the “love of money,” must be a very great 
evil in itself. For, as the root, so also are the 
branches. An evil root, must produce evil fruit. 

What is evil? Ans. Every thing that is not good. 
What is the love of a thing? Ans. It is the desire of 
it. It is the value of the thing, in the estimation of 
the possessor, Or in the mind of him who is in pur- 
suit of it. No man will desire or love any thing 
which he is persuaded is destitute of any value. 
The poisonous cup, charged with convulsions and 
death, is sought for on account of the quietus it 
brings, and the association of revenge or forgetful- 
ness with its influences. Now in giving any thing 
for another’s benefit, insanity itself knows better 
than to bestow an useless good for nothing appen- 
Mankind are so constituted, that there is a 
similarity in all their real wants and desires. That 
which is useful to one man, is also useful to another, 
and to every other under the same circumstances. 
Circumstances, however, may exist, when one man, 
differently situated, may actually suffer from the ab- 
sence of his portion of the goods supplied by Provi- 
dence, and another suffer from the conscious posses- 
sion of more than he needs, and the knowledge that 
he is unnecessarily withholding from his brother a 
needful blessing, while the possession of it can do 
himself no good. Here the love of the thing pos- 
sessed is unnatural and wicked, and is the root of 
all the evils occasioned by the hoarding in useless 
obscurity, and rendering a curse, the blessings pro- 
tided for another. 

The word money may have a general significa- 
tion, and, in the sense used in our motto, be applied 
to all the common gifts of God, which were designed 
by their use, to assist mankind temporarily; but 
which by their abuse, prove a curse to the possessor. 

We could instance various ways in which “ the 
love of money is the root of all evil.” We could 
illustrate this position, by portraying, in glowing 
colours, the complicated wretchedness accasioned 
by it. From the wild career of the mad maa’s 
ambition, and the griping carefulness of the miser, 
morals might be obtained, as useful as their source 
is degrading to mankind. 

It is sufficient for us, on the present occasion, to 
point out some of the benefits resulting from a con- 
trary course; and to lure by the love of benevo- 
lence, and the humane sympathies of the creature, 
so congen‘al with his being, instead of coercing by 
a frightful host of horrors, the consequences of im- 
proper passions, marshaled in terrible array, and 
reproving the tardy obedience of the sluggish soul, 
thrained down in degrading servitude to “yellow djrt.” 

Man, viewed iu the great medium of God’s pur- 
poses and their ultimate accomplishment, is a noble 


dage. 
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being, lifted far above the little puerile vanities of 
the present passing scene. I see him, on angel's 

wings, soaring, a bright seraph, to the courts of hea- 

ven. His eyes once blinded, and his ken narrowed 

to discern the toys and pageantry of this little speck, 

now expand in glorious vision, piercing the vast 

unnumbered fields of ether, and roaming in un- 

bounded felicity in distant worlds. Ask him there to 

prize the gilded toys of earthly folly and childish 
magnificence. To stay his pinions, and count the 
glittering dust, or ponder the goods of mortal prize. 
He heeds you not. The love of money is swallowed 
up in the love of man, and man’s great Author, 
God. Reader, the hour of regret must come. The 
acid of remorse will superabound, and the sweets 
of folly be destroyed, in the cool reflection of wis- 
dom’s hour. Would you be wise? Be wise then 
for yourself, and be wise in time. The regret of 
after years, and the remorse of future retrospection, 
will only count the golden opportunity as gone, 
and the chance for doing good, as passed by, neves, 
never to return. Would you transfer your dove, and 
leaving the deceitful path, where error cheats the 
soul, prize those things which are susceptible ot 
your sympathy, and can reciprocate your affection, 
love man. Prefer the Godlike image, whose affinity 
with yours claim relationship with heaven, and who 
is bound with you, and the whole family of man, to 
a common and peaceful home. 

The “root of all evil,” is surely a poisonous and 
baleful root. When growing in the mind of man, 
the corruption extends far and wide, suppressing the 
emotions of the soul, and destroying the best feelings 
of human kind. What then is the remedy in this des- 
perate disease? What can uproot this evil weed, 
and make room for plants of heavenly birth? Ans. 
Reason. 


The wisdom from above ; which is “ pure, 
gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.” 
This is the only remedy. This will destroy the root, 
and annihilate, by its heavenly influences, every 


fibre of the accursed plant. Are you, reader, af- 
flicted with the disease? Apply the remedy. Ex- 
change the sordid views of griping calculation, for 
pure and gentle feelings, easy to be entreated, anc 
alive to the wants and sufferings of others. Instead 
of the insensibility, the fruit of this baleful root, 
which can hear unmoved the cries of misery, and 
see the sufferings of a fellow man, fill your heart 
with mercy, be impartial in all your conduct and 
decisions, and without hypocrisy in all your ways. 


—— 


The Presbyterian congregation at New-Hartford, 
Oneida county, have been for several years deficient 
in the payments of their priest, until the arrearages 
amounted to about six hundred dollars. He pro- 
posed to deduct one hundred dollars from that ba- 
lance, if they would pay the remainder. They kept 
up a missionary society of fifty-four members, and 
atthe same time could not or woyld not perforin 
their obligations to their own priest. 

By what law of the Ciristian religion ere they 
bound to send the gospel abroad, when they are not 
able to keep it alive at home? And how is it that 
these things ate so? Plain Truth 
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ANOTHER CONVERSION IN THE MIN- 
ISTRY. 

Elias Smith, who for some time past has been 
Pastor of the 3d Universalist Society, in the city of 
Boston, has publicly rencunced the Universalist 
doctrine. In giving publicity to the foregoing, we 
copy the example of Universalian Editors, who 
uniformly emblazon, in their respective papers, the 
most trifling accessions to theit ministry from other 
denominations. We wave further remarks, on the 
above occurrence, for the present. 

Palladium. 
REMARKS. 

The above is extracted from the “ Pattapium,” 
a very liberal paper, published in Warren, Rhode- 
Island. We should be gratified, could we learn who 
the other minister was,—the phrase “ Another Con- 
version in the Ministry,” will do very well when it 
is appropriate! The fact is, we can cougt them in 
round numbers; but our brother of the Palladium 
will, we think, find it difficult to justify himself in 


the use of the phrase. Our thanks will be given to], 


any person who will name the volume and page of 
the Gospel Herald, which contains the account of 
Elias Smith’s conversion to the faith of the salvation 
of all nen. Those who know Elias Smith, very 
well know, that his reputation for being often con- 
verted is unrivalled. There is not a timeserving 
politician in the country, who has shifted his opinions 
and principles, one half the number of times that 
Elias Smith has been converted! He has shoved 
himself into the circle of almost every religious sect ; 
and after asserting his belief in their doctrines, look- 
ed for another path, and denied the truth of his pre- 
vious sentiments. 

All we have to say of this business is—If Elias 
Smith professed for atime to believe in the doc- 
trine of the salvation of all men, and has now again 
faced about, and professes to believe something else, 
we are very glad of it! We will not knowingly ac- 
knowledge any but those, who “with the heart 
believe unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
make confession unto salvation.” Those who believe, 
as well as confess, with the mouth, are not the char- 
acters nor persons we acknowledge as Universalists. 
The phrase “Another conversion,” &c. will not an- 
swer the purpose, unless the celebrated and Rev. 
Mr. T. will serve our friend of the Palladium to 
begin with. If he will answer, he can be had cheap, 
and the story will tell much better! 

Note. We have been requested to publish the 
names of all Ministers who have been converted to 
the true faith, in this country, &c. Thinking it 
probable we might omit some names, we request 
our brother Editors who advocate the true faith, to 
do the same, and we shall endeavour to keep a cor- 
gect account for the accommodation of our readers. 

—<—>>— 
NOTICE. 

The General Convention of Universalists of the 
New-England states and others, wall be holden in 
the village of Clinton, town of Paris, and county of 
Oneida, (N. Y.) on the third Wednesday and Thurs- 
day in September next. 





SELECTED FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Mr. Editor—The following Poem, transcribed from ap 
English periodical work, | send for insertion in the Gospe| 
Herald, believing that through the medium of your paper 
it may meet the eye of many who have not had the pleasure 
of seeing it. Yours respectfully. E. P. A. 
Let that arithmetician come 
Can multiply a boundless sum ; 
In figures can produce a draught, 
Beyond his pen, beyond his thought, 
Can join the various numbers made 
E’er since the poles of heaven were laid 
Upon your tables first descry 
The tapers of the galaxy, 
With ali the lamps that heaven adorn, 
And all the pearls of dewy morn, 
Tell all the vital rills that flow, 
Through all the veins of earth below, 
With upper streams, whose large command 
Distributes plenty o'er the land. 
Tell all the chrystal tears that rise 
And fall from weeping nawre’s eyes ; 
And fleecy locks that ever spread 
Her limbs with nature's coverlid. 
And then into thy numbers bring 
The tender infants of the spring ; 
Their features and proportions tell, 
And their complexions and their smell. 
Then clusters count which vineyards dress, 
Whose juice intoxicates the press, 
And all the stores the orchard yields 
When rich September crowns the fields ; 
Each sngle grain of corn run o'er, 
Which plenteous harvest ever bore. 
Count leaves that fall, when winter's breeze 
Does comb the woods and poll the trees ; 
And all the lives that fruitful earth, 
And pregnant seas did e’er bring forth. 
Go on, and don’t one atom spare 
That dances up and down the air, 
Nor finest thread that ever suits 
The shaggy garments of the brutes ; 
Nor smallest hair that ever spread 
An ornament on human head. 
‘Then add the numerous sands that be 
The chains of the enraged sea ; 
And all the spires that e’er were seen 
To clothe the fields with native green 
Let myriads then of years be run, 
As moments past since time begun ; 
Yet still Eternity surmounts 
By endless flight your vast accounts. 
What mind, my friend, can fully state 
The glories of their happy fate, 
Who freed from vice and cleansed from sin, 
Feel, pleasing thought ! a heaven within ; 
Who from the exhaustless source of joy, 
Are fill'd with bliss which ne’er can cloy ! 


Such is the fate design’d for man, 
When perfected the gracious plan, 
Form'd by Him who reigns above, 
Whose choicest name is sovereign Love, 
When sin and death by his decree 
Are swallow'd up in victory. 
Let all these years be pass’d away, 
There still remains an endless day ; 
Yea, if by joining millions more 
You still enhance the nameless score, 
When all these ages they have seen 
Eternity does but begin. 
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